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Dates to Remember  
 

 

Last Day of Term 3 

Friday 25th September  

 

First Day of Term 4 

Staff & Students  
Monday 12th October 

 

 

 

 
      

 
 
                                                   

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Father’s Day 
 

Although Father’s Day was last weekend, I didn’t want the date to pass 

without acknowledging the wonderful job that our Clarke Road fathers do in 

caring for their children.  We recognise that supporting children with complex 

needs requires a high level of understanding and patience and we wanted you 

to know that we think you do an amazing job.  We hope that you enjoyed the 

cards and gifts that your child bought home last week. The excitement on 

many of our students’ faces as they took home their gifts was priceless and I 

know that many of you were asked to enjoy your gift on Friday night rather 

than Sunday 😊  In whatever way you celebrated, we hope you had a moment 

to reflect on how loved and appreciated you are. 
 

Senior Café 
 

COVID-19 has presented all of us with many challenges this year and this has indeed been true for us at 

Clarke Road.  We have been particularly conscious of this for our Senior students for whom many 

much-enjoyed programs have been cancelled, including Leisure Skills, Canteen and Community Access 

programs.  However, challenges present us with new opportunities to be innovative and to create new 

programs and I wanted to share with you an example of that this week by writing about our Senior Café. 
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 At Clarke Road School, our students practice being good friends to each other at all times but 

especially so when we’re eating. We’re good friends. 
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I had the pleasure of being a guest at the Café this week and was so proud of the way that some of our 

Senior students in Gibba class have taken on their new responsibilities.  My experience began with 

Aiden calling me on the walky-talky to let me know that the Café was open.  Upon arrival, Hung-Viet 

took my order and not without asking me how my day was going first.  After my order had been 

received, Jagraj and Aiden got to work ensuring that my hot chocolate order was correct and, with 

support from Scott, heated the milk.  Once the milk had been poured, Taylor very carefully delivered my 

order to the tray and Jayme, with great concentration, added my marshmallow.  Each student was 

exemplary in concentrating on their allotted task and in working as a team.  It was a wonderful example 

to me of how our staff continue to consider ways to move our students’ learning forward and provide 

them with opportunities to develop their confidence and independence.  A special thank you to Gibba 

staff, Scott and Tila, and Cathy Treay, our AP, who has been instrumental in establishing the Cafe.  I 

would also like to acknowledge Cathy’s son, whose business donated the tables and chairs to the Clarke 

Road Café program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explicit teaching 
 

Clarke Road School (CRS) is currently undertaking a process of school planning and has been using the 

‘What works best’ themes to inform their planning.  These themes include: high expectations, explicit 

teaching, effective feedback, use of data to inform practice, assessment, classroom management, 

wellbeing and collaboration.  This week, I wanted to write about the theme of Explicit Teaching.  At 

Clarke Road School, we understand and value the importance of our students clearly understanding 

what they are expected to do, how much work they are to complete and when they have completed their 

work.  We do this by establishing TEACCH structures that have a clear and explicit beginning, middle 

and end routine for each student.  For some students, this may include following a first/then schedule 

with photographs of the activities they are to complete.  Staff may support them to place their activity in 

the ‘finished’ box when the task is completed.  For other students, they may be following an individual 

schedule which includes photographs or Picture Communication Symbols (PCS) of their independent 

work activities, as well as time to work on a task with class staff and regulatory activities to support 

them staying calm and focussed (‘In the Zone’) for longer periods.  Students working on these schedules 

move an arrow to the task they are currently working on, move to an area or task that corresponds to  



 

their visual and place their work in a finished box or folder when completed.  These schedules are 

personalised for each student across the school and are established with the information gained in 

Passport for Learning assessments.  Students are given opportunities for guided 1:1 support when 

learning a skill.  Once students become more competent at mastering this skill, students are then 

encouraged to practise this skill with greater independence.  In this way, a task which a student has been 

working on 1:1 with staff may move to an independent task on their schedule over time. We value 

partnering with you, as you support your child’s learning at home and work in a positive partnership 

with us to help them generalise at home the skills they have been working on at school. 
 

Tell Them From Me 
 

Could I continue to encourage you to take the time to complete Our Tell Them From Me survey.  We 

would love to hear from you and appreciate your voice in knowing what you appreciate about our 

school and the areas which you think we can improve.  As a school, we value your feedback and use the 

information that is provided in these surveys to inform future school planning.  Please see the note later 

in the newsletter for further details about how to complete the survey. 

Have a safe and relaxing weekend everyone and please take a moment to enjoy the photos of our Senior 

café below. 

 

Rebecca 

 

                                                                  

                                               

                        
                                             

     

 

 

 



 

Creating a Voice (CaV) Project 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 
 



 

 


