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Dates to Remember  
 

 

Last Day of Term 

Friday 3rd July 

 

P & C Dinner 

Saturday 11 July 7.00pm 

 

First Day of Term 3 

Staff – Monday 20th July 

Students-Tuesday 21st July 

 

 

 
      

 
 
                                                   

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Two weeks ago, the P & C held their first Zoom meeting. It was a lovely 

chance to connect, collaborate and communicate with the parents who were 

able to attend.  One of the reflection questions I asked parents was how they 

had found the COVID-19 experience, particularly in relation to connecting 

and communicating with the school during this period.  Parents shared a 

number of positive experiences which I was able to share with staff last week.  

One parent observed that dealing with constantly changing parameters and 

having to exercise flexibility was just ‘normal life’ for their family, whether 

or not there was a pandemic.  It was a reminder to me of the importance of 

acknowledging the amazing work you do as parents in caring for your child 

with complex needs.  You do indeed navigate life with amazing resilience and 

we are privileged to be partnering with you on your journey. 
 

Reports 
 

This week, your child’s half-yearly reports will be sent home. These reports 

are an opportunity to celebrate your child’s achievements and learning so far this year, both at school 

and at home.  If your child had a period of learning from home during COVID-19 this is acknowledged 

in their report.  There is a brief survey attached with the report which I would encourage you to 

complete and send back to school.  Survey responses provide us with important feedback, as we 

consider how best to report to parents, so please take a moment to fill it out. 
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At Clarke Road we value the use of technology to enhance student’s learning and to help them prepare 

for outside the classroom. Some of the technology we use at school are switches for students to 

communicate or activate toys and a computer mouse, virtual reality goggles to explore underwater, 

China and space and websites to practice typing and coding.  
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Complex Learners Trial 
 

Next term, two classes, Bunya and Gibba will be taking part in an exciting initiative to trial some 

assessments with the students in their classes. The trial is being undertaken by the Department’s 

research centre (Centre for Education, Statistics and Evaluation, CESE).  The team at CESE which 

includes Kavi Razzaghi-Pour, are working on this initiative to give educators a better understanding of 

the abilities and needs of students with disabilities and complex learning needs.  CESE will be using de-

identified data collected during the assessments, along with feedback from teachers to make decisions 

about the benefits of using these assessments across a broader range of schools.  Trials such as these 

make an important contribution to the wider body of research which focuses on assessment for complex 

learners and how better to support student learning outcomes. 
 

Connect, Collaborate, Communicate – COVID -19 update 
 

As we head towards the end of term, we have had a number of students and staff who have been unwell. 

If your child is unwell with a respiratory illness, or with signs of a cold or the flu they should remain at 

home until symptoms resolve.  Where appropriate, seek advice from a medical practitioner.  If your 

child presents as unwell at school, we will ask you to collect them. Wherever possible, please support 

and encourage your child to wash their hands and face with soap and water and to cover their nose and 

mouth when they sneeze/cough. Your support in being vigilant around your children’s health is 

appreciated as we work together to make the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff a priority. 
 

Holidays 
 

Over the holidays, Helen Tozer, our P & C social coordinator is organizing a dinner for Clarke Road 

parents.  Details can be found later in the newsletter but please consider coming and joining a meal with 

the Clarke Road community, if you are able.  These occasions are wonderful opportunities to connect 

with other parents and community members who support our school. 
 

Next term 
 

Amy Parks, a Relieving Assistant Principal from Holroyd School, will be joining us next term for the 

first five weeks as part of a collaborative professional learning program.  Amy will be specifically 

looking at how Clarke Road has implemented the Passport for Learning, In the Zone and TEACCH 

principles and practices across the school.  She will be joining some of our classes and meetings 

throughout her time at Clarke Road and we look forward to her partnering with us.  Please say hello and 

make her feel welcome (whilst social distancing 😊) if you see her at the front gate. 
 

The first day back at school for students will be Tuesday 21st July.   
 

Have a lovely holiday everyone and stay safe, 
 

Rebecca 
 

Some of our amazing students in the past two weeks . . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

Creating a Voice (CaV) Project 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Buru Class 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

         
 

          
 

 

 

 

Contact Sonia Zgolak, Sahara Services 
Phone: 84060842 
s.zgolak@saharaservices.com.au  
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