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Dates to Remember  
 

Pyjama Day 

Tuesday 26th May 

 

Queen’s Birthday Public 

Holiday 

Monday 8th June (no 

school) 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 
 

                                                   

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I wanted to begin our newsletter this week by sharing with you some 

highlights from these past two weeks which have brought a smile to my face.  

A child practising her reading skills in my office, “I can see a blue elephant”; 

a student squealing with excitement when he saw his teacher at school after 

returning from learning at home; and a student initiating an interaction with a 

teacher who is less familiar to her. These are the small moments which 

remind us all of the importance of connection and the gains which our 

students make as they engage in a supportive learning environment; one in 

which they are known, valued and cared for.  

 

Connect, Collaborate, Communicate    
 

Clarke Road School staff have been focussing on these three themes over this term. Connect – It has 

been wonderful to see how staff and families have connected in new ways during COVID-19 and we 

look forward to building on this as students return to school full time. It has also been special to watch 

students re-connect with their class staff as they have returned to school over these past few weeks.   

Collaborate – Working together as a team is one of the strengths of our staff at Clarke Road School.  

This has been particularly evident at this unprecedented time, as staff have collaborated together to 

assemble learning packs and adjust to a constantly changing landscape. Communicate – the importance 

of communication has been impressed on all of us at this time, as we have learnt to communicate in new 

ways.   
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Our students have been doing an amazing job practising being great learners at home and at 

school this year. It has been wonderful to see our students showing their flexible thinking by 

being learners who use valuable learning skills such as, listening to their teachers and parents, 

asking for help and trying their best in many places. Look at some of this terms learning stars.  
 

 

 

Emily is being a terrific 

learner, practising her 

switch skills to make 

bubbles.  

Teddy is being an 

outstanding 

learner, focussing 

well as he creates 

an Easter wreath.  

Benji is showing his 

fabulous learning, 

doing his best work to 

sort colours. 

Damon is being a 

great learner, 

developing his 

drawing skills. 
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We have appreciated the opportunity to communicate with you in person during learning pack pick-ups, 

over the phone, through Class Dojo and through Google Classroom. It has indeed been a time in which 

we all have grown, as we have embraced different technology and learnt some new skills.   

 

Thank you to staff 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work and dedication that staff have 

demonstrated during the last ten weeks. It has been a challenging time in which they have had to adapt 

to new information and a changing learning environment, often at a fairly rapid pace. They have done an 

amazing job and risen to the challenge with aplomb; putting students first, working as a team and doing 

it all with smiles on their faces.  Please join with me in acknowledging them the next time you speak or 

write to them. 

 

Phase 3 
 

We are looking forward to seeing our students return to full-time schooling next Monday.  We have 

missed having all of our students together and anticipate that there will be a re-adjustment for many of 

our students as they move back to learning at school. Phase 3 will involve students learning at school 

with their class.  Shared activities such as Signing Choir and Assemblies are on hold and students will 

participate in these in their classroom.  Similarly, incursions and excursions, such as Leisure Skills and 

Work Programs (e.g. canteen), will not go ahead at this stage. Extra cleaning during the day is taking 

place with playground equipment being wiped down after each use and high-touch areas such as door 

handles and gates cleaned throughout the day.  Physical distancing for staff and parents will continue 

and we would ask that you would be mindful of keeping 1.5 metres apart from other parents and moving 

off site as soon as you have collected your child. Thank you for your understanding and support in 

adopting these measures. 

 

Passport for Learning Professional Learning 

 

Last Tuesday afternoon, we were fortunate to have Kavi, in her role at CESE, lead a Professional 

Learning session for staff around Passport for Learning (Creating a Voice). It was a wonderful reminder 

of the importance of building our students’ skills in using tools for learning, such as schedules, which 

build flexibility for our students when they move to other environments.  The professional learning 

session also highlighted the importance of building a 

culture of shared understanding about our students. Over 

the next few weeks, teachers will be given an opportunity 

to engage in a mentoring session with Ylana Bloom, our 

academic partner. During this mentoring session, teachers 

are encouraged to reflect on the strengths of their students, 

as well as target some areas in which to build skills. We 

are grateful to have such highly-skilled professionals and 

educators as Ylana and Kavi to partner with us in making a 

difference to our students learning. 

 

Pyjama Day 

 

As we won’t be having a PBEL Day this term, we are going to have two dress up days.  The first will be 

on Tuesday 26th May when we would like everyone to come to school in their pyjamas.  Dressing 

gowns, slippers, teddy bears all welcome 😊  
 

 

Stay safe and take care, 

Rebecca 

 

 



 

 

Some photos of our amazing learners this week . . . . 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Creating a Voice (CaV) Project 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    


