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Dates to Remember  
 

Last Day of Term 1 

Thursday 9th April  

 

First Day of Term 2 

Staff-Monday April 27th 

Students-Tuesday 28th  

 
      

 
 

                                                   

 
 

Dear Parents and carers, 

 

What a unique set of circumstances we find ourselves in!  We are certainly 

living through unprecedented times in which the guidebook is being 

developed as we go.  Whether you are at home or at school, let’s work 

together to do the best we can with the challenging circumstances that life is 

currently presenting us with.  I have been reminded numerous times over the 

course of this week that being flexible in constantly changing circumstances, 

thinking ‘outside’ the box, being resilient and working as a team is what 

special educators and their families do best. 

 

Wellbeing  

 

Could I encourage all of you at this time to give yourself permission to focus on your own well-being as 

well as the well-being of your children and families.  Last week our staff looked at some suggestions 

from Beyond Blue on how to support ourselves and others to remain present, centred and grounded.  

Some of these suggestions included: trying to maintain perspective, finding a healthy balance in relation 

to media coverage, staying connected with friends and family via telephone or social media, engaging in 

healthy activities that you enjoy and find relaxing, keeping regular sleep routines, eating healthy foods 

and maintaining a practical and calm approach.   
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At Clarke Road School, Being Safe has been a big focus over the past few weeks, 

especially where spreading germs is involved.  The students across the school have been 

practicing a new way of saying Hi, Hello and Celebrating. Instead of the typical Hi-5, we 

have started to say Hi with elbow taps. It has been fantastic to see the students and staff 

using this!!  Please practice at home! 
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Attendance at school 

 

In line with the advice from the NSW Government, parents and carers are strongly encouraged to keep 

their children at home if possible.  Clarke Road School, will remain open for parents or carers who are 

not able to supervise their children at home.  In response to our lower numbers, we have moved to 

combining classes, and teachers and SLSO’s are now on a rotating roster to work flexibly from home.  

This will mean that your child will have a number of different teachers and SLSOs supporting them if 

they are here.  

 

Term 2   

 

A decision about whether schools will return to normal operations after the holidays will be taken in line 

with the latest advice from the NSW Government and we will keep you informed about this as soon as 

this information becomes available. The 27th of April will be a Staff Development Day and is a pupil 

free day.  If schools remain open for parents who are unable to care for their children at home, then the 

first day back at school will be Tuesday the 28th April. 

 

Learning from home 

 

At present, Clarke Road School has provided online learning materials for students who are learning 

from home.  In Term 2, resource materials will be both a combination of online learning and written 

materials that will be distributed to students. Each class will have its own materials that will be closely 

aligned to the learning tasks students would receive if they were at school.   We appreciate that 

‘teaching’ your child is not easy, particularly where you are looking after multiple children.  It would be 

our hope that the materials we give you would be engaging and achievable for your child.  We will be in 

regular contact with you to determine what is going to work best for your child. More information 

regarding this will be sent by email next week.  Thank you for your patience and support as we continue 

to make plans to support you and your child with learning from home. 

 

Staying Connected as a Community 

 

It is important that at this time we continue to stay connected as a 

community.  Could I encourage you to call another parent this 

week to see how they are going, or to simply have a laugh or cry 

with them. We will continue to regularly touch base with you, but 

encourage you to call or email us if you require support. 

I wanted to end with a quote that I heard on the radio this week 

which is pertinent for all families who are at home with their 

children: 

 

 

“If I can leave you with one thing, it’s this: at the end of all this, your children’s mental health will be 

more important than their academic skills. And how they felt during this time will stay with them long 

after the memory of what they did during those weeks is long gone.  So keep that in mind, every single 

day.” 

 

 

 

Stay safe and take care, 

 

Rebecca 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Creating a Voice (CaV) Project 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 


