SCHOOL NEWS

8h November, 2019
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Dear parents carers, famlly members and community members, f \

Dates to Remember

Connecting with our community ... Over this past
week, | have had some wonderful connecting and
heart-warming conversations with members of our
wider community who have expressed an interest
both in our students and in considering how they can
support our school, including Barker College, PCYC
in Waitara and Asquith Golf Club. Asquith Golf
Club have donated $2,000 to the school which they
have raised from the trivia nights they hold each
month. A group of staff went on Friday evening to
play some rounds of trivia and to accept the donation
on behalf of the school. Thank you, Asquith Golf Club and Matthew Fuze | L12thDecember

the General Manager, for your initiative and generous contribution to our Fresentation:Day, :1¢:00am

school. , K /

Combined Athletics Carnival . .. . Last Friday some of our Senior and Junior students had an opportunity to
represent the school at the Combined Athletics Carnival at Homebush. They followed instructions from
their teachers, ran their races with energy and enthusiasm and were wonderful ambassadors for our school.
We also had some great results to celebrate with many of our students placing in their races and Clarke Road
coming third overall in the primary section — what a fabulous achievement! Well done to all who attended
and a big thank you to those staff who supported the students at the carnival and to those back at school who
accommodated the changes.

15™ November
P&C Meeting 9:30am

25" November
Orientation for new families

4" December
Year 12 School Formal

Pl Ny \

What does it mean to be a friend when we are out in the community?

Here are Magura class out in the community being great friends. They are
holding the gates open for each other, chatting while they eat their lunch,
walking together on the path and taking their turn at exploring new things.

Patrick waiting Sergei waiting Ben and Cayden Eva and Ava
his turn on the his turn to pat greeting some chatting while
slide the crocodile new friends at they have

the Reptile Park morning tea
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Swim School . ... The last two weeks have been busy and fun ones at Clarke Road with the inclusion of
Swim School for our Junior students. Swim School is a wonderful opportunity for our students to have one
to one support in the pool, with specialised and experienced swimming instructors. The instructors have a
lovely way of making the learning of new skills so enjoyable with engaging songs and special water play
activities. It is always so fabulous to see the progress that students make over the two weeks when they
swim each day. Thank you, Paula, Chris, Sharon, John and Michael, for your hard work and enthusiasm
when teaching our students.

What are we learning together?
This week as part of the Cluster Project, we had educators from the Far West

Network visit for two days. As | listened to their inspiring stories of teachers h ¥ 7 i
implementing In the Zone and The Passport into their classrooms, | was \\\1 17/ jl
reminded of one of our key messages at Clarke Road: N N : “
‘Innovative and personalised programs at Clarke Road School allow your child _

e —— R

to develop the skills needed to be a part of their community. We want your Opening new worlds
child to have access to and use a unique set of learning and communication for every student
tools that will help them understand their world and open new opportunities.
We recognise that by understanding your child we can better target learning’.
Frameworks and assessments such as In the Zone, The Communication Passport
and Structured TEACCH not only allow us to gain a greater understanding of our

CLAHKE SCHL
students and how they learn, but also help us to plan for meaningful, reIevantﬁ

and personalised learning.

Celebrations . . .There is always much to celebrate at Clarke Road, but I did want
to share with you two particularly exciting pieces of community news. Aimee
Firkins returned from the Australian National Championships in Albury. Aimee
won the final frame of the playoff in the semi-finals to take NSW to the
preliminary final. Victoria were the overall winners, but Aimee made a significant
contribution to her team - Well done, Aimee! The other wonderful news is that
Diane became a ‘nanny’ again to a beautiful little granddaughter — Lulu. A
special congratulations to Di at this time and may she enjoy many a cuddle with
Lulu.

Have a look at some of our wonderful learners this week at Swim School ....

Have a lovely weekend!
Rebecca




Creating a Voice (CaV) Project

One of the cognitive skills that supports emotional regulation in the Communication Passport
is understanding concepts. Concepts are an important part of vocabulary development that
demonstrate understanding of big ideas such as position, direction, size, quantity, number and
time. How can this help with emotional regulation? Understanding concepts of time such as,
soon, wait and later can help children remain calm when they are anticipating a desired item
or activity. Knowing concepts of quantity like a lot and a little can make it easier to accept
that everyone is having a little turn or a little piece of cake. In order to understand challenging
concepts like these children need to start work on concepts at the right level for them.

Here are some ideas to help you find the right level to develop an understanding of concepts
with your child.

In order to prepare to learn concepts a blue student is becoming more aware of their
environment. When participating in activities together pause to emphasise key words, give
time for your child to respond to people and objects. For example, looking at the cup briefly
before drinking.

A purple student is preparing to learn about concepts by learning to anticipate what is
happening in their environment. Emphasise key words when participating in activities
together. Use objects to support understanding of what is happening. Pause to give

opportunities to anticipate the next step. For example, opening mouth when they see a bowl
of food.

A red student is learning to understand the concepts of position, up and down and in and out.
Emphasise the key word within a routine. For example, say “up” while moving an object up
to where it should be placed. As many concepts are opposites first teach one, such as up and
then work towards understanding down as its opposite.

A brown student understands the concepts of position up / down, in / out and on / under with
less reliance on familiar routines and gestures. Use objects in games and daily activities to
develop understanding of these concepts. For example, “teddy on _bed.”

Through learning about opposites an orange student is developing a more varied knowledge
of concepts, such as, little / big, hot / cold, stop /go, on / off and same / different. Continue to
emphasise these opposites in daily activities. For example, comment on stop / go when
driving in the car, playing on a swing, racing, drawing, etc.

Green students understand a wide range of concepts. For example, Concepts of sequences-

1%, 2" 3™ in a race. Comparatives such as big / bigger / biggest. Concepts of position such as
above / below and left / right and many more.

Supported by:

Bendigo Bank

Awareness Anticipation Intentional F;::'f”;::" Categorising Problem Solving Critical Thinking




COMBINED ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

On a hot Spring day 17 students from Clarke
Road competed in the Combined Metropolitan
Athletics Carnival. They walked, ran and jumped
their way to some excellent results and had a

fantastic day. Congratulations to all students for

their enthusiasm and beautiful behaviour in the

community.

Thank you to all staff, volunteers
and parents at the carnival (a

special thank you to Oscar for

driving the big bus!) and to all staff

supporting students at school in

combined classes.




Christmas cards for Sale

As part of their Work and Community Skills program the
students in Colo class have been busily making Christmas cards
for sale.

They have taken a great deal of pride in making these Christmas
cards which are for sale in the school office, with all proceeds
going to the school.

The packages of the larger cards in packs of 3 are $4 per pack.
The packages of the smaller cards in packs of 5 are also $4.

Check out the photos below.

Smaller cards - $4 pack of 5

Verney. Tony and Manoj
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